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School Committee 
votes to retire mascot 


By Paula Ouimette 
Staff Writer 


NORTH BROOKFIELD 
— The School Committee 
unanimously approved  re- 
tiring the district’s Indian 
mascot and team name at its 
meeting on Dec. 21. 

School Superintendent 
Richard Lind discussed the 
process the School Commit- 
tee has gone through since re- 
celving communication over 
the summer asking the district 
to consider changing its mas- 
cot, the Indian. He said they 
had a panel of indigenous 
speakers present an informa- 
tion session in November and 
reached out to the commu- 
nity for feedback. Lind said 
looked over all the informa- 
tion available and decided to 
ask the School Committee 
that they vote “to retire the 
current Indian nickname and 
logo. I understand that this is 
an emotional issue for a lot 


of people and some will be 
disappointed and some will 
be happy, but my recommen- 
dation lies in the fact that our 
role, my role, as an educator 
is to create an environment 
that is safe for all members 
of our community, and it is 
clear from the research and 
the feedback from our Native 
American panel that indicates 
that these nicknames, logos 
and mascots don’t create a 
safe environment.” 

School Committee Sec- 
retary Elisabeth Melad said 
the discussion to change the 
mascot was initiated by the 
wider North Brookfield com- 
munity, and she thanked Lind 
and School Committee Chair 
Maria Tucker for respect- 
ing the process to get to this 
point. She also thanked the 
panel of speakers that spoke 
last month saying, “at the end 
of the day, those are the voic- 


Please see MASCOT, page 9 
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Coalition hears Baystate 
Health update on virus 


Professor provides a 
virus overview 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


WARE — The Quaboag 
Hills Community Coalition 
hosted Molly Gray, president 
and chief administrative offi- 
cer for Baystate Health East- 
ern Region, and Megan W. 
Harvey, a Springfield College 
professor to provide perspec- 
tives on COVID-19 during a 
Zoom call Monday. 

Gray said Baystate’s sev- 
en-day positivity rate was 
8.1%, which is about the high- 
est the healthcare company has 
seen. “But it’s consistent with 
what’s happening across the 
state,” she said. 

She said there were 158 of 
COVID-19 cases within Bay- 
state’s hospitals as of Monday, 


Dec. 21. 

The big news 
she had to share 
was 2,127 employ- 
ees just got their 
first dose of Pfizer’s 
COVID-19 vac- 
cine. “This could 
be a turning point,” 
Gray said. Since 
Pfizer and Moder- 
na vaccines differ 
somewhat although 
each needs’ two 
doses several weeks 
apart, she empha- 
sized it 1s import- 
ant to stay with the 
same manufacturer 
for the second shot. 

As of that morn- 
ing, Baystate offi- 
cials had just 260 
vaccinations left to 
give out, and hopes are that 
Moderna’s COVID-19_ vac- 
cines will be on the way shortly; 





Megan Harvey 


they’ve been ordered 
but they haven’t yet 
arrived, she said. 

The vaccines are 
given in a central 
location so those re- 
ceiving shots can be 
monitored for any 
side effects. A small 
number of those re- 
ceiving the vaccine 
may have a anaphy- 
lactic reaction to 
it, so benadryl and 
EpiPens are kept on 
hand. Of the 2,500 
people receiving a 
vaccine at Baystate, 
three people experi- 
enced an immediate 
reaction but felt fine 
after taking benad- 
ryl, she said. 

Gray said Bay- 
state system-wide has 250 em- 


Please see VIRUS, page 9 





school switches to all remote learning 


By Paula Ouimette 
Staff writer 


NORTH BROOKFIELD 
— During the Dec. 21 School 
Committee meeting, School 
Superintendent Richard Lind 
discussed the decision to 
switch to all remote learning 
beginning the week of Dec. 
21, due to the increase in close 


contact and COVID-19 cases. 
He said the district had three 
COVID-positive students in 
the school at the time of the 
meeting, and some of them 
did not find out they were pos- 
itive until after they had been 
inside the school buildings. 
There were 15 staff members 
at one time in close contact 
with a COVD-positive person. 


Lind said the number of staff 
affected impacted supervision 
within the school. 

None of the COVID-pos- 
itive students contracted the 
virus from the school. Lind 
said he had hoped to avoid go- 
ing remote until vacation, but 
that it was no longer safe to 


Please see SCHOOL, page 9 





Light Up the Night brings a holiday glow 


WARREN — The Parks 
and Recreation Committee 
hosted a Light Up the Night 
contest and about 100 par- 
ticipants, including Quaboag 
schools, the Fire Department 


This Crescent Street home — 
was one of abou 

in the town’s Li 

Nightde ing contest. See 


‘ photos on page 6. 
—— TURLEY PUBLICATIONS STAFF PHOTO 
BY PAULA OUIMETTE 


and the Senior Center partic- 
ipated. On Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday evening, from 5-8 
p.m., volunteers handed out 
maps at the Shepard Munici- 
pal Building, noting all those 


Te 





who were participating in the 
contest. 

The first, second and third 
winners will be indentified 
by the committee and will be 
published. 








Star resting in her kennel at the Second Chance Adoption Center; Star arriving in 


Massachusetts from Texas. 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS COURTESY PHOTO 


Star comes to Second Chance 
for life changing surgery 


EAST BROOKFIELD -—- 
Second Chance Animal Ser- 
vices is asking for help for a 
very special shelter pet. Sec- 
ond Chance first learned about 
Star from one of their partners 
while making plans for a res- 
cue air transport. This sweet 
four-year-old shepherd mix 
was sitting in an overcrowd- 
ed Texas shelter for months, 
suffering from a debilitating 
condition. Star needs surgery 
for coronoid disease in her left 
elbow, which causes pain and 


lameness. The Texas shelter 
did not have the means to help 
her and time was running out. 

“We knew that Second 
Chance could be her only 
chance,” said development 
cirector Lindsay Doray, “So 
we made plans to get her on a 
transport to Massachusetts as 
soon as we could.” 

After Star was released 
from the Second Chance Al- 
most Home facility, where 


Please see STAR, page 9 
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Harrington HealthCare System 
begins vaccinating employees 


SOUTHBRIDGE -— Harrington 
HealthCare System is set to open a 
central facility to provide COVID-19 
vaccinations at the Southbridge Com- 
munity Center located at 153 Chestnut 
St. HHC received its first shipment of 
the FDA-approved vaccine produced 
by Pfizer and will begin providing those 


ning as early as tomorrow. HHC will 
begin making the vaccine available to 
others in the community over the weeks 
and months ahead in keeping with a 
phased distribution plan set out by the 
Governor Baker, the Massachusetts De- 
partment of Health and the Massachu- 
setts Vaccine Advisory Group, which 


286 BRIDGE ST, WARREN MA 
WWW.THECENTEREDPLACE.COM 


vaccinations exclusively to all Har- 
rington HealthCare System staff begin- 





Please see , page 11 
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Please Consume Responsibly. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drugfor use only by adults 21 years of age or older. Keep out of reach of children. This product has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). There's 
limited information on the side effects of using this product, and there may be associated health risks. Marijuana use during pregnancy and breast-feeding may pose potential harms. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the influence of this product. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM CHILDREN. There may be health 
risks associated with consumption of this product. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgement. The impairment effects of Edible Marijuana Products may be delayed by two hours or more. In case of accidental ingestion, contact poison control hotline 1-800-222-1222 or 911. This product may be illegal outside of MA. 





By Paula Ouimette 
Staff writer 


Student Council update 

Megan Bokis of the Student Council 
presented her report to the committee. 
Bokis said the student council made their 
annual Christmas event drive-through 
style and handed out cookie decorating 
kits, treats and had a free raffle of vari- 
ous prizes. Admission to the event was 
also free. They had over 200 families 
with children show up, and were able to 
safely follow all COVID-19 protocols. 

Bokis also said for the annual Giving 
Tree Fundraiser, boxes were set up 1n the 
high school for students to donate gifts, 
which were donated to area children in 
need. They successfully collected over 
100 gifts. Lind said the drive-through 
was amazing and that the event was a 
“sreat job by all of the student council 
and everybody involved in that.” 


School Committee reports 

School Committee Chair Maria 
Tucker said the Massachusetts Associa- 
tion of School Committees 1s circulating 
a resolution to ask the state legislature 
to suspend the MCAS in the spring of 
2021. She said the state also needs a fed- 
eral waiver to suspend the test, like they 
did last year. Tucker said the president 
of the North Brookfield Teacher Asso- 
ciation communicated to her teachers 
would like to see the MCAS test sus- 
pended. 

Tucker said that the expectation 
that MCAS testing could be held 1n the 
spring was unlikely. School Committee 
member Timothy Canada noted MCAS 
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is a standardized test, and “nothing that 
is being done in the schools across the 
state 1s anything that could be consid- 
ered standard.” 

School Superintendent Richard Lind 
said there 1s a two-fold process for sus- 
pending MCAS testing, one at the state 
level and two at the federal level. The 
School Committee unanimously ap- 
proved the motion to suspend MCAS 
and other high-stakes testing. 


Financial reports 

Lind gave the updated financial re- 
ports. He said spending is on point and 
that they have been saving some money 
since summer conferences were virtual, 
and therefore less costly. He said they are 
spending more in supplies, but are well 
within their budget. Lind said they are 
also doing well with their grant lines. 

He shared the budget timeline for fis- 
cal 2022. He will be meeting with admin- 
istrators to go over what they need. He 
said they are hoping to be back to school 
five days a week in person by next Sep- 
tember. Lind said the teachers all voted 
to forego their raises in fiscal 2021, but 
those increases in salaries will be reflect- 
ed in the fiscal 2022 budget. 

He said it will be a challenging bud- 
get. Lind said he plans to give the School 
Committee a preliminary budget at the 
January 2021 meeting. He said the bud- 
get must be turned into the town by 
March 1. Tucker said that in the past 
15 years, the approved school budget 
has only increased less than 2 percent. 
She said that the administration and 
the teachers have done a wonderful job 
with what funds they have, but ultimate- 
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ly, they need more. School Committee 
Secretary Elisabeth Melad agreed with 
Tucker and added school funding ulti- 
mately affects programming. 

Regionalization 

Lind said the Regionalization Study 
Committee is in the process of looking 
at the final report that their consultant 
provided to them. The three districts 
they could possibly regionalize with 
geographically include Quabbin Region- 
al School District, Quaboag Regional 
School District and Spencer/East Brook- 
field School District. He said the study 
committee will determine if it would 
benefit North Brookfield to regionalize 
and with what district. He is hoping to 
have the committee’s recommendation 
by March 1. 


Trip 

Lind updated the School Commit- 
tee about the Washington, D.C. trip 
and their communication with World 
Strides, the company that arranges the 
trip. World Strides had offered to ac- 
commodate students that would have 
attended the trip in April 2020, in April 
of 2022. Lind said that all the parents 
of those students have opted out of that 
offer. He said some of the parents are 
taking the trip as a voucher and going 
April 2021 as a family trip, not a school 
function. Lind said there have not been a 
lot of sign-ups for the trip scheduled for 
April 2021 (now moved to April 2022), 
for a number of reasons including finan- 
cial and travel concerns. 


Administrators report 


Assistant Superintendent Jeanne 


CLUES ACROSS 

1. Home of the 
Cowboys 

7. “Hawaii Five-O” 
actor McBride 

10. Most aged 

12. Fitted with a shoe 

13. Courteously 

14. They form over 
cuts 

15. Western Alaskan 
river 

16. Aggressive men 

17. Farm animal 


hydrocarbon 
36. Supervises flying 
3/7. An actor who 
plays a 
principal role 
38. Furnace for 
pottery 
39. Fall back 
40. Afrikaans word 
for language 
41. Chinese city 
44. Fleshy 
45. Inventor 
48. Taxis 
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Powers gave a report about the remote 
snow day. She said she received a lot of 
positive feedback on its execution. Pow- 
ers said the National Honor Society has 
been working hard to hold their after 
school movie events. They have had two 
successful events so far while maintain- 
ing COVID protocols. 

Elementary School Principal Sarah 
Priestley talked about “bringing the fun” 
back to school with spirit week, disco 
lunches and other events. She said she 1s 
so impressed with her staff and how hard 
they work, and is grateful to have such 
a “rockstar” staff. She said they will be 
focusing on revamping the PBIS Acad- 
emy Initiative they have used 1n the past 
to focus on fostering positive behaviors. 
Priestley also said parent/teacher confer- 
ences will be scheduled in February. 

Director of Student Services Mark 
Minucci said Jamie Nason, speech pa- 
thologist, and her group is doing a great 
job delivering their services remotely. He 
also gave recognition to Eve DiPietro, 
behavioralist, and Gail Miller, occupa- 
tional therapist, and Karina Adler, phys- 
ical therapist. 

Tucker commended the school ad- 
ministration and staff, students and fam- 
ilies for doing the best they can during 
this time. Tucker said she 1s “proud of 
everybody.” Tucker also thanked the 
other members of the School Commit- 
tee for working so well together. 


Meeting minutes 
School Committee members ap- 
proved their meeting minutes from the 
Nov. 16 regular meeting and the Dec. 15 
special meeting. 


26. Utilize 
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32. Grinded together 

35. Sun up in New 
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in Islam 
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42. Freshwater 


4. Shelter from wind 

5. Sign language 
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7. Make sore 
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10. Cigar lovers’ 
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11. Popular cooking 
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12. Skin covering the 
head 
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17. Exclamation 
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18. Young woman 
(French) 

19. Sixth month of 
Hebrew calendar 

21. Short cry 

22. otate capital 

2/. Rural delivery 

28. * Twilight Zone” 
creator 

33. Gigabyte 

34. Flammable 


49. A citizen of Spain 
50. Important age for 
aging workers 
(abbr.) 
51. Body part 


CLUES DOWN 
1. Chinese mountain 


range 
2. Romanian city 
3. Fishermen cast It 


meaning 
“Finally!” 

18. One of the wise 
men’s gifts 

20. Take away from 

23. In accordance 
with the law 

24. Nicole Kidman’s 
husband 

25. NY Giants legend 


mussel genus 

43.“ the Man” 
Musical 

44. One thousand 
cubic feet (abbr.) 

45. West coast time 
zone 

46. Mimic 

47. You can get one 
in summer 
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guest column 


In My Backyard 


By Ellenor Downer 


Barre resident called to say he had 
pine siskins and evening grosbeaks 
at his feeder. Several people also re- 
ported seeing pine siskins. It appears to be an 
irruptive year; species including finches, eve- 
ning grosbeaks, pine siskins and red-breasted 
nuthatches are moving south in high numbers. 

Evening grosbeaks are eight inches long. 
The male has a yellow body, darker head with 
a bright yellow eyebrow and black and white 
wings. The female is brownish gray overall 
with yellow on the nape and black and white 
wings. The bill is yellow in winter and pale 
green in the summer. It is the same for both 
SeXeS. 

Its song is a halting warble and the call 1s 
a ringing “peeer” and when given by a flock 
sounds like sleigh bells. Evening grosbeaks 
feed mainly on seeds of trees such as box 
elder, sugar maples, pines and tulip poplars. 
They also eat fruit, buds, nuts, insects, tree sap 
and road salt. At feeders, they prefer sunflow- 
er seeds. 

The female lays two to five blue or bluish 
green with dark marks in a nest of lichens, 
twigs, roots and mosses lined with finer ma- 
terials. The evening grosbeak breeding range 
is expanding. It is also an irruptive species, 
occurring 1n large numbers in some years. 
During this time, 1t is common at bird feeders. 


Flying turkey 

I received an email from a Quaboag Cur- 
rent reader. She said, “Last month, my neigh- 
bor had a turkey fly right through her closed 
condo window. She was not home, fortunate- 
ly, but another neighbor had witnessed four 
large birds chasing the turkey, who was fly- 
ing high. She entered the condo fearing for 
the safety of some cats there and eventually 
after trying to talk turkey shooed the turkey 
out with a throw pillow through another win- 
dow she opened. However, much havoc was 
wrought. Glass, feathers, a bit of blood, were 
in every room, but the bathroom. A search 
was made in the woods behind us, but the 
injured turkey was not found.” She said the 
general response was “Well, it is 2020.” 


Birds during snow storm 

Last Saturday, Dec. 5 I had lots of birds 
at my feeders during the snowstorm. Amer- 
ican goldfinch and black-capped chickadees 
perched on the thistle (niger) seed feeder 
with up to five or six at a time. Tufted titmice 
also grabbed thistle seeds. The male cardinal 
came to the tray feeder, which had black oil 
sunflower seeds. While the male ate from the 
tree, his mate gleaned seeds on the ground un- 
der the feeder. I had lots of bluejays as well. 
At one point, both the male cardinal and a 
blue jay ate from the feeder at the same time. 
Their blue and red feathers stood out against 
the white snow. I also had white-breasted nut- 
hatches, juncos, woodpeckers and a lone spar- 
row, which didn’t stay in place long enough to 
identify 


Otters on the ice 

Dec. 7, I saw three otters on a section of 
Long Pond in Rutland, which had iced over. 

People may report a bird sighting or bird 
related experience by calling me at 413-967- 
3505, leaving a message at extension 100 or 
emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or edown- 
er@turley.com. 


This newspaper will print free self-submitted 
statements of candidacy only four weeks or more 
out from the election. All candidates running in 


both contested and uncontested races are asked to 
submit their statements to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign platform details. Total 
word count for statements is limited to between 
300-500 words maximum. Please include a photo. 
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Gardening questions to end the year 


his question came to me of sticky sap on them. Do you 
IN THE ' 

from a reader who en- GARDEN know what 1s causing this and what 

joyed the most recent gar- I can do to prevent it?” 


dening column that appeared in 
the Barre Gazette: “I loved what 
you had to say about your Bab- 
ci’s Christmas cactus. Mine just 
finished blooming. Could you 
please pass along some detailed 
advice so that I can have a re- 
peat of this year’s breathtaking 
blooms next Christmas?” 

I am so happy you enjoyed 
last week’s article. 'd be more than happy to 
give you some tips to make your Christmas 
cactus bloom abundantly next year! First, 
concentrate on plant care. Once the plant 
has finished blooming it will go into a pert- 
od of rest, and will need very little water for 
nearly two months. When growth resumes 
in spring, water when the soil surface is dry 
to the touch and provide it with a dose of 
half-strength liquid fertilizer. Place in indi- 
rect light, an east or north facing window 
is best. During the summer months the 
plant can go outdoors as long as it is kept 
in filtered light. It will rest again in early fall, 
prior to bud set. You'll notice that it won’t 
be as thirsty during this period, so water ac- 
cordingly. 

Then, consider the two environmental 
factors that are responsible for coaxing a 
Christmas cactus into bloom. The first 1s 
temperature and the second 1s light. If tem- 
peratures at night range between 55 and 60 
degrees for a six-week period the plant will 
set buds regardless of day length. If tem- 
peratures run higher than that, 13 hours 
of uninterrupted darkness will bring about 
buds. Simply put the plant to bed each night 
from 6 p.m. to 8 a.m. until buds form. If 
your plant sets buds and then drops them 
prior to full bloom it is likely due to over- 
watering or exposure. For this reason keep 
it away from drafty windows, doorways or 
radiators. This sounds like hard work, but 
is really quite simple. I’m sure you'll be 
delighted with breathtaking flowers next 
Christmas as well! 

Carol has a problem with her kalanchoe. 
“Some of the leaves on my plants have spots 


We will not publish any statements of candidacy 
inside the four weeks from election threshold. To 
publish any other campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our advertising representatives. 
We also do not allow personal attacks against other 
candidates or political parties in statements of can- 
didacy, nor do we publish for free any information 
about key endorsements or political fundraisers. 
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It’s funny that you write about 
this particular problem with your 
kalanchoe! I recently saw some 
sap on my own plant. I had it ina 
mixed container of succulents over 
the summer and lo and behold, I 
brought it inside and now it has 
bugs. Look at your plants closely, 
concentrating your attention d1- 
rectly above the portions covered 
in “sap.” I almost guarantee you will find 
a flat, oblong-shaped, waxy-looking insect. 
Scales, as well as other sucking insects such 
as aphids or mealy bugs, excrete honeydew, 
a sweet concentration of plant sap. If left on 
the leaves long enough, sooty mold will form 
on the honey dew, coating them in “black 
dust.” Besides being unsightly, sooty mold 
diminishes the plant’s ability to make food. 
To get rid of it, treat the insect problem first 
by spraying with an insecticidal soap. After 
a month or so, examine your plants closely 
for additional drops of honeydew; should 
you find some, repeat the entire process. As 
with insecticides of any kind, follow the di- 
rections on the container carefully. 

In the greenhouse, growers target kalan- 
choe flowering to begin in early December. 
Colors include red, yellow, orange, salmon, 
pink and most shades in between. Individ- 
ual flowers are diminutive, but in since they 
are held in clusters the plant as a whole 1s 
stunning. Another attractive feature of ka- 
lanchoe is its dark, shiny green leaves, per- 
fect as a backdrop for all those brilliant- 
ly-colored flowers and pretty in its own right 
when the plant isn’t in bloom. 

The kalanchoe needs bright indoor light. 
Prevent overwatering by allowing it to dry 
out some in between waterings. A balanced 
fertilizer can be applied once a month during 
spring and summer. To initiate flowers in 
time for Christmas, put the plant in a place 
where it will recetve complete darkness for 
14 hours a day beginning in mid-September. 
Sticking to a schedule, say from 6 p.m. to 


Please see GARDEN, page 9 
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By Russell Gloor 


ear Rusty: I lived and worked 
1): the United Kingdom pri- 
or to coming to the U.S. at 
age 45, which qualified me for a U.K. 


State Pension worth the equiva- 0 
lent of about $740 U.S. dollars 


SECURITY 
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- opinion - 
Will my U.K. pension affect my Social Security? 


pension from another entity (corpora- 
tion, public agency, or foreign country) 
which did not participate in the U.S. So- 
cial Security program (meaning that SS 
FICA payroll taxes weren’t paid during 
that employment). WEP will reduce 
your U.S. Social Security benefit 
by using a special formula to com- 


per month. Since moving to the MATTERS Pute your benefit amount. Gener- 


U.S. I have contributed to the U.S. 
Social Security system for 14 years and 
my estimated U.S. Social Security ben- 
efit is $1,643 per month. I have heard 
about something called “WEP” and 
must be honest and say I don’t fully un- 
derstand. Can you provide some advice 
or references so I can understand what 
happens to these sums when I retire? I 
don’t have any other pension income, 
so understanding these numbers is 
important. FYI, I hold both U.S. and 
U.K. passports and will retire in the 
U.S.A. Signed: Blessed from the UK 
Dear Blessed: The “WEP” provision 
you refer to 1s known as the “Wind- 
fall Elimination Provision.” It affects 
anyone who is eligible to collect Social 
Security benefits, but who also has a 


‘Wintersession’ 


HOLYOKE - Seats remain open for 
January 2021 classes at Holyoke Com- 
munity College. 

HCC’s two-week “Wintersession” 
term begins Monday, Jan. 4 and runs 
until Friday, Jan. 15. Students can 
earn from one to four credits by tak- 
ing a single Wintersession course that 
lasts from five to 10 days. HCC is of- 
fering 24 courses during Wintersession 
2021 in 18 different academic areas of 
study: Anthropology, Business Ad- 
ministration, Communication, Crimi- 
nal Justice, Culinary Arts, Economics, 
Engineering, Environmental Science, 
General Studies, Geography, Law, 
Management, Marketing, Mathemat- 


ally, the WEP reduction 1s deter- 
mined either by the number of years 
of substantial Social Security covered 
earnings that you have, or the WEP 
maximums (one of which is that your 
U.S. Social Security can’t be reduced 
by more than half of your non-covered 
pension). With less than 20 years pay- 
ing into the U.S. system, you will incur 
one of the maximum WEP reductions. 
Something else important to un- 
derstand is that the current estimate 
you have from Social Security doesn’t 
include the WEP reduction. That es- 
timate assumes that you will continue 
to earn at your current level until you 
reach your full retirement age. You ha- 
vent shared your birthdate, but from 
your email I assume you are now about 


60-years-old. I 

f you were born in 1959, your full 
retirement age (FRA) for U.S. Social 
Security purposes is 66 years and 10 
months (if you were born after that 
your FRA is 67, and if you were born 
before that subtract 2 months for each 
year prior to 1959). Your FRA 1s when 
you will get your “full” Social Security 
benefit. If you claim before that (age 62 
is the earliest you can claim) your ben- 
efit will be reduced (even before WEP), 
and if you wait beyond your FRA 
you ll earn Delayed Retirement Credits 
(DRCs) which will increase your benefit 
amount. DRCs stop at age 70. 

Based upon what you’ve told me, 
I believe that your WEP reduction 
will probably be limited to one of the 
maximums, either half of your month- 
ly U.K. pension, or the maximum for 
your “eligibility year” (2022?). We don’t 
yet know what the standard maximum 
WEP reduction for 2022 will be, but 
for 2020 it is $480. That is the most 
that your Social Security benefit could 
normally be reduced. But if your U.K. 
pension is about $740 U.S. Dollars, 


- community - 


classes at HCC 


ics, Nutrition, Social Science, Sociolo- 
gy and Sustainability. Because of on- 
going concerns related to COVID-19, 
the majority of Wintersession classes 
at HCC are being offered remotely. 

For schedules and full course de- 
scriptions or to enroll for Winterses- 
sion 2021, please go to: www.hcc.edu/ 
wintersession. 

Registration is also open for spring 
semester classes at HCC. The spring 
2021 semester begins on Monday, 
Jan. 25, with two additional “flexi- 
ble” spring start dates on Feb. 16 and 
March 29. 

To register for spring start classes, 
people may go to hcc.edu/admission. 


FITCHBURG — Children today 
are struggling with profound chal- 
lenges to their mental health. School 
looks different — screens 24/7, social 
isolation, a terrifying virus and a so- 
ciety that’s in turmoil. 

“Enter The Insanely Awesome 
Pandemic Playbook,” a funny, irrev- 
erent chapter book for young readers 
(ages 8-11) entertains while educating 
children about keeping up their men- 
tal health, using screens wisely, and 
staying connected with friends and 
family during the most destructive 
pandemic. 

The book, now available on Am- 
azon, was co-authored by Fitchburg 
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then your maximum reduction should 
be about $370, because the WEP re- 
duction can’t be more than half of your 
non-covered (U.K.) pension. So, your 
U.S. Social Security benefit of $1,643 
will most likely be reduced by about 
$370 to about $1,303. You will need to 
contact the U.K. pension system to see 
if any of your U.K. pension will be off- 
set by your U.S. Social Security bene- 
fits. 

This article 1s intended for infor- 
mation purposes only and does not 
represent legal or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions and interpreta- 
tions of the AMAC Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the National 
Social Security Association. NSSA and 
the AMAC Foundation and its staff 
are not affiliated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Administration or 
any other governmental entity. To sub- 
mit a question, visit our website (amac- 
foundation.org/programs/social-securi- 
ty-advisory) or email us at ssadvisor@ 
amacfoundation.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security ad- 
visor for AMAC. 


Child friendly pandemic book deals 


State University Professor Katharine 
Covino-Poutasse from the English 
studies department and Bridgewater 
State University Professor Elizabeth 
K. Englander, executive director of 
the Massachusetts Aggression Re- 
duction Center. 

“Our kids are experiencing differ- 
ent levels of stress and trauma. The 
book is intended to use humor to 
help kids think about the issues that 
they may be dealing with because of 
the pandemic.” 

The book 1s also available at http:// 
www.insanelyawesomebooks.com. A 
parents’ and teachers’ guide will also 
be available soon. 


USDA announces application ranking dates for conservation programs 


AMHERST -— The U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Con- 
servation Service encourages people, 
who own farm or forest land, to sign up 
for conservation assistance through the 
Environmental Quality Incentives Pro- 
gram (EQIP)and Agricultural Manage- 
ment Assistance program. Applications 
may be submitted at any time during the 
year; however, the next ranking batching 
date will be Friday, Jan. 15, 2021. The 
Jan. 15 batching period will fund Con- 
servation Activity Plans through EQIP, 
with future batching periods offering as- 
sistance in other funding pools for both 
programs. A funding pool is an amount 
of money that NRCS has set aside for 
special categories of applications. Each 
funding pool has its own ranking cri- 
teria and applicants will compete only 
with other applicants in that specific 
pool. Farmers and forest landowners 
can use CAPs to address specific natural 
resource objectives such as nutrient and 
pest management, forestry, energy con- 
servation, or transitioning to organic ag- 
riculture. EQIP participants who receive 
financial assistance for a CAP will work 
with a technical service provider to de- 
velop the plan. The participant chooses 
a TSP from an NRCS-approved list at 
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/ 
nrcs/main/national/programs/technical/ 
tsp/. People may apply for NRCS con- 


servation programs at any time; com- 
plete applications are ranked for funding 
in batches periodically throughout the 
year. All applications determined eligi- 
ble and high priority by close of business 
on the ranking date will be considered in 
the current funding cycle. The following 
application ranking dates for 2021, pend- 
ing available funds, are scheduled: Feb. 
19, March 19, April 16, May 21, June 
18, July 16 and Aug. 20. Ranking dates 
and the application process are subject 
to change. Contact your local field office 
for the latest information. For more in- 
formation on available programs, the ap- 
plication process, and natural resource 
priorities, visit the Massachusetts NRCS 
website at www.ma.nrcs.usda.gov. ” 

“If you operate a farm or manage for- 
est land and want to improve your land, 
we can help,” said Dan Wright, State 
Conservationist for NRCS in Massachu- 
setts. “You can discuss your vision for 
your land with one of our conservation 
planners, who will explain the conserva- 
tion planning process and how to apply 
for financial assistance.” EQIP is a vol- 
untary program that provides financial 
and technical assistance to agricultural 
producers and forest land owners to ad- 
dress natural resource concerns through 
an array of conservation practices. As- 
sistance 1s available to support private 
landowners and managers in addressing 


farm, field, forest, wildlife, water, and/or 
plant management issues including: ero- 
sion control, farm and forestry conserva- 
tion plans, fencing for grazing systems, 
forest stand improvement, grazing plans, 
irrigation systems, pasture and hayland 
planting, pollinator habitat, protection 
of heavy use areas for livestock resto- 
ration and management of declining 
habitat, riparian buffers, seasonal high 
tunnels, soil health management plans, 
waste storage facilities and wildlife hab- 
itat management and development. The 
AMA program provides financial and 
technical assistance to agricultural pro- 
ducers to voluntarily address issues such 
as water management, water quality, and 
erosion control by incorporating con- 
servation into their farming operations. 
Massachusetts producers may construct 
or improve water management structures 
or irrigation structures and implement 
high tunnels to benefit plant productiv- 
ity. AMA is available in 16 states where 
Federal Crop Insurance Program partic- 
ipation is historically low: Connecticut, 
Delaware, Hawan, Maine, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, Nevada, New Hamp- 
shire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsyl- 
vania, Rhode Island, Utah, Vermont, 
West Virginia and Wyoming. For more 
information, people may contact their 
local USDA-NRCS office: Greenfield 
field office at 413-772-0384, extension 3, 


serving Franklin County; Hadley field 
office at 413-585-1000, extension 3, serv- 
ing Hampden and Hampshire Counties; 
Holden field office at 508-829-4477, ex- 
tension 3, serving Worcester County; 
Pittsfield field office at 413-443-1776, 
extension 3, serving Berkshire County; 
Westford field office at 978-692-1904, ex- 
tension 3, serving Essex, Middlesex and 
Suffolk Counties; Wareham field office 
at 508-295-5151, extension 2, serving 
Bristol, Norfolk and Plymouth Coun- 
ties and West Yarmouth field office at 
508-771-6476, serving Cape Cod and the 
Islands. Some of the EQIP funding will 
be provided to farmers and forest land- 
owners via the Regional Conservation 
PartnershipProgram, which encourages 
partner organizations to join in efforts 
with producers to increase the resto- 
ration and sustainable use of soil, water, 
wildlife and related natural resources on 
regional or watershed scales. 

Through the RCPP program, NRCS 
and its partners help producers install 
and maintain conservation activities in 
selected project areas. Partners lever- 
age RCPP funding in project areas and 
report on the benefits achieved. NRCS 
is a federal agency that works hand-in- 
hand with conservation districts and the 
people of Massachusetts to improve and 
protect soil, water and other natural re- 
sources. 
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Quaboag Regional Middle High School classes took part in the contest 
as well and each of the high school classes put a theme together. Here 
are some Charlie Brown characters by the class of 2023. 


Schroeder plays away on his toy piano at QRMHS. 





Packages await under the Class of 2025’s display of lights at QRMHS. A snowman waves to those who came by the displays created by QRM- A penguin has trouble seeing those who came by to see student dis- 
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS STAFF PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE — HS students. plays at QRMHS. 


Sot 
WILBRAHAM & MONSON ACADEMY 


TITAN@TALKS 


A Virtual Admission Series allowing you to meet faculty and students, 
and to learn all about WMA programs and community. 


ANT Jot I, 1 1 WG S » TUESDAY, JAN. 12 / 6 PM EST 
Fine & Performing Arts » THURSDAY, JAN. 14/6 PM EST 
ACADEMICS ° TUESDAY, JAN. 19 / 6 PM EST 
Entrepreneurship, Economics & Finance © THURSDAY, JAN. 21/6 PM EST 
Middle SChNool « TUESDAY, JAN. 26 / 6 PM EST 
INTERNATIONAL e WEDNESDAY, JAN. 27/ 7:30 AM EST 


COLLEGE PREPARATORY / GRADES 6 - 12, PG / COEDUCATIONAL / BOARDING & DAY 
ALANA LADIEMECTARER-RALECTE eS 
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SPORTS 


Rollback will ‘not 
affect winter sports’ 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibellii@turley.com 


REGION -— In a statement 
released last week by the 
Massachusetts Interscholas- 
tic Athletic Association, the 
rollback plan by Gov. Charlie 
Baker will not affect winter 
sports. 

Baker’s plan decreases ca- 
pacities in most businesses 
and other venues, as well as 
the indoor gathering size be- 
ing shrunk to just 10 people. 

Because of COVID-19 
surges that have occurred 
over the last two months, 
Baker has strengthened mask 
mandates, and scaled back 
business, and has established 
an attempt at a curfew by 
closing restaurants at 9:30, 
shutting down alcohol sales 
at the same time, and issuing 
a stay-at-home advisory from 
10 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

The advisory will likely af- 
fect game times for the winter 
season, but the sports that 
will be allowed for the winter 
season will still go on despite 
the restrictions. It is also pos- 
sible some of the restrictions 
will be lifted as the season 
goes on. 

Tara Bennett, director 
of communications for the 
MIAA, said the Massachu- 
setts Office of Energy and 
Environmental Affairs has 
been in touch with the MIAA 
regarding Baker’s rollback of 


the “re-opening” of Massa- 
chusetts. 

“The office (EEA) con- 
firmed with the MIAA that 
Gov. Baker’s announcement 
on Dec. 22 of rollbacks on 
certain sectors will not have 
an impact on high school ath- 
letics.” 

As a result of that confir- 
mation, no further restric- 
tions will be added to the 
EEFA’s release of workplace 
safety and re-opening stan- 
dards for businesses and oth- 
er entities providing youth 
and adult amateur sports ac- 
tivities. 

The EEA has been respon- 
sible for issuing the guidance 
utilized by the MIAA to con- 
duct sports safely during the 
coronavirus pandemic, which 
is hopefully nearing its end. 

The EEA is mandating 
mask-wearing in all sport en- 
vironments where it is possi- 
ble to wear masks. There will 
also be limitations to the num- 
bers of players and personnel 
allowed at basketball courts 
and hockey rinks during the 
winter season. In order to 
reduce potential for crowds, 
there will be no winter tour- 
naments. The pandemic can- 
celled the end of the winter 
state basketball tournament 
last March. There has not 
been an MIAA-sanctioned 
tournament game since that 


Please see MASCOT, page 8 





AHL season delayed 


SPRINGFIELD — Ameri- 
can Hockey League President 
and CEO Scott Howson has 
announced that the league’s 
Board of Governors has ap- 
proved moving the anticipat- 
ed start date of the 2020-21 
season to Feb. 5, 2021, due to 
the ongoing COVID-19 pub- 
lic health crisis. 

The AHL continues to 
work with its member clubs 
to monitor developments 
and local guidelines in all 31 
league cities. Further details 


regarding the 2020-21 Amer- 
ican Hockey League season 
are still to be determined. 

In operation since 1936, 
the AHL serves as the top 
development league for all 
31 National Hockey League 
teams. Nearly 90 percent 
of today’s NHL players are 
American Hockey League 
graduates, and more than 
100 honored members of the 
Hockey Hall of Fame spent 
time in the AHL in their ca- 
reers. 





Pathfinder approved for winter 
sports, but lack home court 





By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


PALMER — After dealing 
with no COVID-19 related is- 
sues during the recently com- 
pleted fall sports season, the 
athletic department at Path- 
finder Regional Vocational 
Technical High School is plan- 
ning on having a winter sports 
season. 

“All of our student-athletes 
were very excited to get back 
on the field again this fall with 
their friends and coaches,” said 
Pathfinder Athletic Director 
Joe Baldyga during the school 
committee meeting held on 
December 16. “We did manage 
to get through the fall season 
without any COVID related in- 
cidents regarding athletics.” 

Following a lengthy dis- 
cussion, the Pathfinder school 
committee did pass a motion to 
allow the winter sports season 
to go on as scheduled. 

The Pioneers boys’ and girls’ 
basketball teams are scheduled 
to play about ten games against 
neighboring high — schools. 
However, none of those games 
will be taking place inside the 
Pathfinder gymnasium, which 
is currently being used as a caf- 
eteria. 

“It would be very difficult 
for us to host any basketball 
games due to the circumstanc- 
es our gym is in right now,” 
Baldyga said. “We're planning 
on playing games at our oppo- 
nent’s gyms. We'll also be hold- 
ing practices at outside venues.” 

Wrestling is normally anoth- 
er winter sport held at Pathfind- 
er, but that sport was moved by 
the MIAA to the newly created 
Fall II season. 

A committee member did 
ask Baldyga about the possibil- 
ity of moving basketball to the 
Fall II season, which 1s slated 
to run from late February until 
the end of April. 

“Most high schools in the 
area are trying to get the winter 
sports season in during the tra- 
ditional winter season,” Baldy- 
ga said. “The MIAA did move 


Please see MASCOT, page 8 
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Pathfinder finds itself without a home court heading into the season. 








FILE PHOTOS 





Pathfinder was able to have a successful season outdoors during the fall with boys 
and girls soccer. 





LUDLOW — The Western 
Mass Relics, which is a Senior 
Softball League, that’s been in 
existence since 1994, was faced 
this Spring with the possibility 
of their season being canceled 
due to the Coronavirus. With 
the season questionable and 


The Western Mass. Relics, a softball league for senior, had one of the few successful the Relics always concerned 
campaigns in 2020 with no cases of coronavirus during its season. susiiTreED PHOTO «for player safety, the Relics 





worked closely with the Board 
of Health, the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts, the Town 
of Ludlow and The Fish and 
Game Club to be one of the few 
sports leagues in Western Mass 
to play a full schedule. 

The Western Mass Relics 
had 176 players agree to play 
and fortunately not one person 


Relics able to get through 2020 season 


came down with the Coronavi- 
rus. Among the steps taken to 
play safely were the following: 

¢ Temperatures were taken 
upon arrival. The players had 
to record a temperature below 
100 degrees. 

¢ Players were required to 
wear masks in the field. 


Please see RELICS, page 8 
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FRANKLIN — The Massachusetts 
Interscholastic Athletic Association 
(MIAA) has signed a multi-year part- 
nership with University Orthopedics to 
become an Official Orthopedics Provider 
of the MIAA. The partnership coincides 
with the Feb. | opening of University’s 
first Massachusetts location in Mansfield. 

The partnership will initially be fo- 
cused on the southeastern part of the 
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state, with University Orthopedics sup- 
porting MIAA events taking place in 
Districts 7, 8 and 9. University will also 
serve as the Presenting Sponsor of all up- 
coming MIAA South Sectional Tourna- 
ments. 

“We are excited to partner with an or- 
ganization like the MIAA that provides 
such an important role in the lives of 
thousands of student athletes and their 


families. With our new location in Man- 
sfield, we look forward to serving these 
communities and growing our partner- 
ship in the years to come,” said Edward 
Akelman, MD, President of University 
Orthopedics. 

“The health and safety of our Asso- 
ciation’s 230,000 student-athletes partici- 
pating at our 376 member schools is par- 
amount to our mission,” said Bill Gaine, 


MIAA signs deal with University Orthopedics 


Executive Director of the MIAA. “The 
Opportunity to enhance that mantra with 
the expertise and support of University 
Orthopedics is a welcomed and valued 
gift.” Through this partnership, Univer- 
sity will provide video content related to 
safe training methods, recovery and oth- 
er orthopedic health measures. The new 
UOI Facility 1s located at 10 Reservoir 
Street in Mansfield. 





Hall of Fame announces eligible 
candidates for the Class of 2021 


HOF Planning Two Separate 
Enshrinement Ceremonies in 
2021 Calendar Year 


SPRINGFIELD — The Naismith 
Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame to- 
day announced the list of eligible can- 
didates for the Class of 2021, including 
first-time nominees Doug Collins, M1- 
chael Cooper, Howard Garfinkel, Lou 
Henson, Paul Pierce, Val Ackerman, 
Yolanda Griffith and Lauren Jackson. 

Returning to the ballot are fan-fa- 
vorite nominees Chauncey Billups, 
Chris Bosh, Richard Hamilton, Bob 
Huggins, Ben Wallace, Chris Webber, 
Jay Wright, Swin Cash and Becky 
Hammon among others. 

A first look at the list of eligible 
nominees was provided by The Jump 
on ESPN, hosted by Rachel Nichols, 
and Class of 2021 nominee Paul Pierce. 
A complete list of eligible candidates 
can be found attached. 

Following the Hall of Fame’s tra- 
ditional timeline, Finalists from the 


North American and Women’s com- 
mittee for the Class of 2021 will be an- 
nounced in the timeframe of NBA All- 
Star Weekend, which is scheduled for 
early March. The entire Class of 2021, 
including those selected by the direct 
elect committees, will be unveiled in the 
timeframe of the NCAA Final Four 
scheduled for early April. Event details 
are forthcoming, and the announce- 
ment timeline is subject to change. 

The Class of 2021 Enshrinement 
ceremony is scheduled to take place in 
Springfield, Mass., in September 2021. 
As previously announced, the Class 
of 2020 Enshrinement ceremony has 
been rescheduled and relocated due to 
COVID-19 and is scheduled for May 
13-15, 2021 at Mohegan Sun. 

Tickets for the Naismith Memorial 
Basketball Hall of Fame Class of 2020 
and 2021 Enshrinement ceremonies 
and various events surrounding the 
ceremonies will be on-sale at a later 
date. For the latest news and updates, 
follow @hoophall on Twitter and Ins- 
tagram. 





Pioneers to host Pelham clinic 


LUDLOW — Western United Pio- 
neers FC is excited to offer a soccer 
clinic in Pelham, MA for players in 
the Massachusetts North Region. 
The fall clinic provides off-season 
training and skill development by 
WUP FC coaches. There are two 
sessions available. sign up for one or 
both. It makes a great holiday gift 
for friends and family members. 

This program is offered to boys 
and girls born in 2010, 2011, 2012, 
2013, and 2014. The four-week pro- 
gram includes one practice per week 
for a total of $65 per session ($130 
for 2 sessions). Sessions will con- 
sist of a max of 15 players per field 


(COVID regulation for the players’ 
safety). 

SESSION 1: 
1/25, 2/1, & 2/8 

¢ Boys and Girls Born 2013 and 
2014: Session is at 5 p.m. 

¢ Boys and Girls Born 2010, 2011, 
and 2012: Session is at 6 p.m. 

SESSION 2: MONDAYS 
3/1, 3/8, & 3/15 

¢ Boys and Girls Born 2013 and 
2014: Session is at 5 p.m. 

¢ Boys and Girls Born 2010, 2011, 
and 2012: Session is at 6 p.m. 

The sessions will be held at Pel- 
ham Elementary School at 45 Am- 
herst Road, Pelham, MA 01002. 


MONDAYS 1/11, 


222, 





Follow Turley Sports on Instagram 


Turley Publications sports depart- 
ment has recently joined Instagram. 
You can find our account by searching 
“turleysports.” We will regularly fea- 
ture samples of photos that you will 
see in our publications on a weekly ba- 
sis. Please follow and share with your 


friends and loved ones. We will be fea- 
turing photos from all 11 of our sports 
sections in the coming weeks, but as 
always, you can see all the photos that 
appear by subscribing to your local pa- 
per or picking up a copy in your com- 
munity. 
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time, and it 1s unknown when there 
will be a tournament game, though the 
spring season 1s a definite possibility as 
a return to normalcy could be realized 
by June. 

Winter sports in Western Massachu- 


setts are supposed to begin for most 
schools following the New Year’s holi- 
day on Jan. 4. Games could begin on or 
around Jan. 14. Basketball, hockey, and 
swimming are supposed to take place 
with indoor track being moved to the 
bubble season and wrestling could po- 
tentially take place in the spring season. 





RELICS from page 7 


¢ Social distancing was observed 
when a team was batting. Players 
brought lawn chairs to accomplish this. 

¢ There was no tagging out a player. 
All plays were considered a force play. 

¢ Handshaking and fist pumps wasn’t 
allowed. 

¢ Bats were wiped down and handled 


by the barrel. 

¢ New balls were frequently changed. 

¢ Spectators weren't allowed initially, 
but later in the season were allowed to 
watch the game from the parking lot. 

The Western Mass Relics are look- 
ing forward to the 2021 season and 
welcome all new players. For further in- 
formation go to their website: western- 
massrelics.org. 
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wrestling to Fall II. If we also moved 
basketball to that season, I’m not sure 
there would be any teams for us to com- 
pete against at that point. We would 
need three or four other schools to com- 
pete against during the Fall II season.” 

The first practice of the high school 
basketball season is scheduled to take 
place on January 11. The season is slat- 
ed to end on March | without a post- 
season tournament being held. 

“It'll be about half of a regular bas- 
ketball season,” Baldyga added. “We'll 
also be playing opponents similar to 
those our soccer teams played in the 
fall.” 

The teams in the Pathfinder basket- 
ball bubble are scheduled to be Palmer, 
Ware, Monson, and Hampden Charter. 

The Lady Pioneers, who are coached 
by Kevin Aldrich, finished with a 12-9 
overall record a year ago. Their sea- 
son came to an end following a loss at 
Franklin Tech in a Western Mass. D1- 
vision 4 tournament. The girls’ varsity 
hoop team did squeak out an exciting 
36-35 home win over Hampden Char- 
ter last January. They didn’t face either 
Palmer, Monson, or Ware. 

The Pathfinder boys’ varsity basket- 
ball squad, who’s coached by David Ol- 
iveira, won a total of seven games last 
winter. They did face Monson twice 
and Hampden Charter once, which 
were all losses. 

Just like during the soccer season, 
all of the players, coaches, and referees 
will be required to wear masks on the 
court. The players will also have to wear 
them on the bench, but a mask free area 
will be set-up in each gymnasium. The 
spectators, who will mainly be the home 
team parents, will also have to wear 


masks. 

“We're going to try to do everything 
that we can do to keep our players and 
coaches as safe as possible Baldyga 
said. “We do follow a daily protocol list 
and the MIAA has also made several 
rule modifications this year.” 

There won’t be a jump ball held at 
the start of the game or overtime. A 
coin toss will determine which team will 
get the ball first. 

When a player inbounds the ball, the 
closet defender will be six feet away. No 
player will be allowed to inbound the 
ball on the baseline. 

There will be no halftime. The breaks 
at the end of each quarter will last 2:30. 
Timeouts will be 1:15 each. 

Teams will not be allowed to have 
more than 15 players and no more than 
three coaches on a bench for a game. 

Things will probably be changing on 
a daily basis just like they have since last 
March, but the members of the Path- 
finder boys’ and girls’ basketball teams 
are hoping to play some games this win- 
ter. 





More than 170 players were able to be a part of the 
league in 2020. SUBMITTED PHOTO 
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SCHOOL from page 1 


remain physically in the schools. School 
Committee Chair Maria Tucker said the 
schools have done a great job to make it 
to this point without going remote. Lind 
said they are hoping to be back in-per- 
son on Jan. 4. 

Lind said they will only have remote 
learning on snow days when they have 
enough time to prepare. He said if they 
get an unexpected snow day, it will sim- 
ply be a snow day, as teachers and par- 
ents would not have ample time to plan 
for it. 

Winter sports 

Lind asked the School Committee 
for support when it came to approving 
winter sports, which would be basket- 
ball in North Brookfield. Lind said he 
will postpone winter athletics until Jan. 
4. Tucker said she was sure it 1s disap- 
pointing for the students who love bas- 
ketball, but she hopes they will have 
another opportunity in February. The 
School Committee voted in favor of 
supporting Lind’s decision to postpone 
basketball. School Committee member 
Debbie Maggio said she had conflicted 
feelings about postponing it, as her child 
enjoyed sports as an outlet in school, 
but she understood his decision. Tucker 
said a lot of students are missing out on 
theater, music and other outlets too. 


Learning model update 

Lind told the School Committee 
the district finished the first quarter in 
mid-November, and he wanted to re- 
flect on the school year so far. Lind said 
parents/guardians were surveyed to see 
how the learning model was working 
for their students and the district re- 
ceived 141 responses. The school district 
has 393 students in the hybrid model 
(Cohort A has 205 and Cohort B has 
188); 105 students in remote only; and 
68 students in-person (4 days a week). 
The survey covered three main areas: 
academics, social-emotional needs and 
communication. 

When it came to academics, 30.5 
percent of parents/guardians felt their 
student was performing “similar to pre- 
vious years.” Lind said he was worried 
about how students were doing before 
seeing the survey results, and was “pleas- 
antly surprised” such a large percentage 
were maintaining their academic level. 
He also said he was disappointed that so 
many were struggling (29.8 percent). 

Lind said parents/guardians taking 
the survey were given the opportunity to 
identify themselves so the district could 
reach out and see if they could help their 
student in some way. 

Almost 30 percent of students spent 
four or more hours working on their 
schoolwork during remote learning 
days. Lind said they are “pretty much 
where they need to be” in terms of learn- 
ing times. School Committee member 
Timothy Canada read a question that 
was posted in the Zoom chat box, ask- 
ing if the data was available by grade 
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level to see which grades are struggling 
more than others. Lind said he has not 
broken the data down yet, but it will be. 

Lind said that 55 percent of parents/ 
guardians supervised their students 
on remote learning days, and 28.8 per- 
cent were completing their work in- 
dependently. The remaining students 
were supervised by other adults, older 
siblings or daycare providers. Lind stat- 
ed he knew remote learning was “really 
challenging for parents,’ and the school 
district is always working to make things 
better for families. He said the survey 
asked parents what methods at home 
were most successful for them and their 
students. Almost 78 percent said having 
a dedicated workspace for remote learn- 
ing was important. Following a consis- 
tent schedule, having parents/guard- 
lans review Google Classroom, having 
their student attend remote Wednesday 
sessions and removing distractions all 
boosted a child’s success, parents said. 

Parents/guardians expressed concern 
about lack of student motivation (60.6 
percent), lack of access to teachers (41.7 
percent), too many distractions (35.4 
percent) and lack of needed resources 
(36.2 percent). Lind said the district is 
looking at ways to minimize these con- 
cerns the best they can. When it came to 
the social-emotional health of students, 
40.3 percent of those surveyed said they 
are slightly concerned, 47.5 percent said 
they are not concerned, and 12.2 percent 
said they are very concerned. Lind said 
“it’s a big number...but frankly smaller 
than I thought,” in regards to those ex- 
pressing concern for their student’s so- 
cial emotional state. More than half of 
the students surveyed said they felt con- 
nected to the school community, despite 
all of the concerns. 

Communication between the school 
district and families recetved a favorable 
response from survey- takers. 

School Committee Secretary Elisa- 
beth Melad asked Lind how the teach- 
ers felt about this. Lind said the teach- 
ers are brainstorming in small groups 
to discuss what 1s working and what 1s 
not. He said they are looking at ways 
to make things better. Lind referenced 
the middle school, and how students are 
now doing “check-ins,” which they are 
required to share with their parents, to 
keep everyone on the same page. 

Melad said she was curious as to 
how comfortable teachers felt with the 
remote learning platform and if there is 
any way to further support them. Mag- 
gio said she would like to see the stu- 
dents broken out by grade to get more 
accurate results, and to also survey the 
students if appropriate. She also asked 
if GPAs had dropped since last fall, and 
Lind said they did, as did many in the 
rest of the country. Lind said “it’s really 
hard” to grade the students work with 
remote learning due to all the individ- 
ual challenges students face. Lind said 
they will be breaking down the survey 
results by grade level to see where each 
challenge lies. 





MASCOT from page 1 


es that I think are the most vital in this 
conversation.” 

School Committee Timothy Canada 
said the point of the vote was not to 
say the logo was “malicious” or point 
fingers at those defending it, but to 
just move forward. School Committee 
member Debbie Maggio asked how 
they would handle this financially, as 
far as replacing uniforms. Lind said 
with the mascot retiring, as uniforms 
need to be replaced, they will be re- 
placed with uniforms that do not have 
the Indian mascot. He said the mascot 
will be retired, not erased. 

School Committee Vice Chair Ruth 
Honthumb asked if there was a plan 
for a new mascot. Lind said they will 


create a committee to choose a new 
mascot soon. The committee would in- 
clude school representatives, students 
and community members. 

Tucker said the Indian mascot ap- 
pears to have been chosen in 1960, and 
seems to represent to many, the friend- 
ships and happy memories that peo- 
ple felt during their high school years. 
Tucker said she understands that, and 
those memories will not be erased with 
the retirement of the mascot. Tucker 
said those who are concerned about 
the budget and replacing items with the 
mascot on them should know each one 
will only be replaced as needed and that 
it will not affect the budget. 

Honthumb made a motion and Me- 
lad seconded the motion to retire the 
mascot. 


Please Remember To Recycle This Newspaper 
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ployees who are out with COVID-19, 
or must quarantine themselves after 
being exposed the coronovirus. “Ev- 
ery little bit helps or hurts us,” she said 
about the ups and downs of having 
staff out or having them back to work. 

“The good news is what we're not 
seeing is the flu,” Gray said. Health- 
care officials across the country have 
worried here would be a “twindemic” 
of the flu and COVID-19 cases, which 
could overwhelm hospitals. 

She said it has been really taxing 
and really tough for frontline work- 
ers, and JAC Patrissi, facilitator of 
the meeting, asked her to convey the 
group's gratitude for all their work. 

Gray asked those attending to join 
her in role-modeling good behavior 
during the pandemic such as mask 
wearing, social distancing and refrain- 
ing from large holiday gatherings. 


Epidemiologist 

Springfield College Professor of 
Health Sciences Megan Harvey said 
it is exciting because it looks like sci- 
ence will save the day with COVID-19 
vaccines, which will help particularly 
frontline workers. 

She said it is made of DNA from 
the coronavirus, which is then flipped 
to become RNA, but contains no ac- 
tual virus material. 

The coronavirus is more infectious 
than Ebola but less infectious than 
measles, mumps or rubella, but it’s in- 
fectious enough to have its growth be 
exponential, she said. 

Even with best estimates of 
COVID-19 deaths, the numbers indi- 
cate more people have died during the 
year than usual, and some of them are 
likely related to COVID issues. 

As far as transmissions are con- 
cerned, big and small particles of the 
virus are spread, but it is also an air- 
borne disease, because tiny particles 
can be suspended in the air for longer 
times and travel further making good 
ventilation important. 

When asked about an evolved ver- 
sion of the virus recently found in En- 
gland, Harvey said that’s what viruses 
do, they involve, and often become 
more infectious. However, with the 
increase in its infectiousness, the virus 
usually doesn’t become deadly, she 
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said, and expects this coronavirus to 
be no different. 


Schools 

Harvey said she expects vaccines 
will be offered in the spring and sum- 
mer, but the vaccines are not for chil- 
dren under 18 as of yet. “I expect next 
fall to be a much more normal school 
year.” She also expects the rest of the 
school year will remain in the hybrid 
model, with a couple of days in-per- 
son and the remainder through remote 
learning. She said it was probably un- 
realistic to expect schools could return 
to a full in-person schools this school 
year. 

Although vaccines are becoming 
available, she said all safety mea- 
sures must stay in place to reduce the 
spread, including mask wearing, six- 
foot distancing and having adequate 
ventilation. She said it is thought that 
there is not a lot of spreading through 
surfaces. 

She said children are less likely to 
develop COVID-19, and if they do, 
they usually have a less severe case 
compared to adults. Children often 
have no symptoms or very mild symp- 
toms. 

When asked about herd immuni- 
ty, Harvey said it means when a large 
enough percentage of the population 
has immunity against the virus. 

She pointed to measles, which has 
about a 90% immunity rate these 
days, and to have immunity from 
COVID-19, 70 to 75% of the popula- 
tion would have to be immune for the 
cases to decrease. 

Harvey also said it is clear that it has 
been harmful for students to not be in 
school. “It isn’t clear if that’s from the 
anxiety of living in the a pandemic,” 
she said, or being out of school with- 
out the fun of socialization. She also 
said students are experiencing more 
anxiety and depression, as are adults. 

She said the only way to really stop 
the virus 1s by frequent testing of once 
or twice week, and then following up 
with contract tracing. It’s an expensive 
proposition to do that testing, which 
is why it is mostly private schools and 
colleges that can afford to carry it out. 

She was optimistic that “science 
helped save the day.” 

“T feel very hopeful that by Febru- 
ary well be coming down the other 
side,’ Harvey said. 
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rescue pets, who cross state lines come 
to rest and complete their state-man- 
dated quarantine, Shelter Manager 
and Vet Tech Shauna Griffin took her 
to see a specialist, who confirmed the 
diagnosis. 

Griffin reports, “We are keeping 
Star comfortable at the shelter where 
she’s become a favorite of staff and 
volunteers alike. The surgeon agreed it 
was best to keep her in her kennel with 
short walks to prevent further damage 
to the joint. She is just the sweetest 
dog; we've all fallen for her.” 

Griffin will be taking Star for ar- 
throscopic surgery at the beginning 
of January with the hopes of repair- 
ing her elbow and relieving her pain. 
While Second Chance Community 
Veterinary Hospitals perform a wide 
range of surgeries on a daily basis, 
Star needs the help of a specialist. 
After the surgery, Star will return to 
the shelter to recuperate before she 1s 
available for adoption. 


With an estimate of $3,500 for the 
surgery alone, Second Chance has be- 
gun raising funds to help Star. Those 
interested in making a donation to 
help can do so through a special fund- 
raiser on the Second Chance Face- 
book page, by making a donation at 
www.secondchanceanimals.org or via 
mail to Second Chance Animal Ser- 
vices, PO Box 136, East Brookfield, 
MA 01515. 

Second Chance is a_ nonprofit 
501c3 tax exempt organization that 
began in 1999 in East Brookfield and 
relies solely on donations from grants 
to operate. The organization operates 
an adoption center in East Brookfield, 
Community Veterinary Hospitals in 
North Brookfield, Springfield, and 
Worcester. Second Chance helps over 
40,000 pets a year through adoption, 
spay/neuter, veterinary care, commu- 
nity outreach, educational outreach 
programs, training, and a pet food 
pantry. For more information, people 
may visit Second Chance’s website at 
www.secondchanceanimals.org. 
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8 a.m. daily, will make it easier to re- 
member. Once the plants have finished 
blooming, remove spent flowers and 
trim back foliage to encourage dense 
growth. New plants are easily started 
from stem cuttings in the spring. 
Roberta McQuaid graduated from 


the Stockbridge School of Agriculture 
at the University of Massachusetts. 
For the last 28 years, she has held the 
position of staff horticulturalist at Old 
Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have a question 
for her? Email it to ekennedy@turley. 
com with “Gardening Question” in the 
subject line. 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


Ai WE STILL HAVE SEASONED 
FIREWOOD Prompt Delivery and 
Competitive Pricing. Call now S & K 
413-267-3100 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


SEASONED OAK & Hardwood. 
Cut, split and delivered. 413-575- 
4243. 


SEASONED OAK & Hardwood. 


Cut, split and delivered. 413-575- 
4243. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 


AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 
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Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


HH 


1 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 





A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 





WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





Call us at 413.283.8393 








WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
Surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 


FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 

(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ARTIST 
= learn how to teach painting with this 
special method to people of all ages 
and abilities and have your own busi- 
ness with a stable income. Fill the need 
for more art in healthcare facilities. 
Check it out at: 
www.artis4every1.com or call 
(508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 
Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





Name: Phone oe 
Address: 
Town State: Zips 
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $ 

Credit Card: LI MasterCard LIVISA  U Discover LI Cash L1 Check# 

Card# Xp. Date OO 
Amount of charge: Date: 


Quabbin ————— 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 


[ | 

ee 
Bole 
SI-p 
Coe 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 






GRANBY 













Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 






BELCHERTOWN 


STN BROOKFIELD 


EASTHAMPTON 


DEADLINES: QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 
HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





HUBBARDSTON 
BARRE ‘= 


NEW BRAINTREE 
WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 





EAST 
BROOKFIELD 










BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 


WALES ( HOLLAND 


Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 


Includes 
———_—_____———_ additional words 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


Add athird ZONE $5.00 
a 


Subtotal 


x Number of Weeks ae 


TOTAL Enclosed 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


Got Junk? Then you should call 21st 
Century Sanford and Son scrap metal 
removal service. Fast, reliable, de- 
pendable, friendly and Free removal 
of unwanted junk. Call Andy (413) 
885-4016 


SNOWPLOWING 


24 HOUR SNOWPLOWING/ 
SNOWBLOWING Service, Monson, 
Palmer, Wilbraham, Hampden. Resi- 
dential, Commercial, Apartments. Call 
or text now. Limited space available. 
413-519-5439 


AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


AUTO FOR SALE 


MUST SELL 2008 SUBARU LEGA- 
CY 131,000 Miles, New Brakes, Tires 
are Good, Runs Very Well $3000 Call 
(413) 534-5188 after 4om 





RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


HELP WANTED 





DRIVERS WANTED? OTR or 
Regional Van & Tankers Liquid Bulk 
(NonHaz). Competitive Pay, Insurance 
Package, Home Time, Bonuses, 401K 
(800)548-9783 or Apply online www. 
amexpressinc.com 


FULL OR PART time Pure Bred beef 
farm. Tractor experience preferred. Val- 
id license required 508-450-3547 or 
413-477-6600. 


TOWN OF PALMER 
TRUCK DRIVER LABORER 
OPERATIONS DIVISION 


PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. 
The Town of Palmer is accepting ap- 
plications for Full Time Truck Driver 
- Laborer in the Department of Public 
Works Operations Division. We are 
seeking an experienced, self-motivat- 
ed individual with public works knowl- 
edge to become part of our operations 
division. A High School Diploma, 
Class B Massachusetts Driver’s Li- 
cense with air-brakes endorsement is 
required. A Massachusetts Hoister’s 
License is favorable. This is a union 
position with an attractive starting sal- 
ary, vacation, sick and personal time. 
Please forward resume to 4417 Main 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069 or email 
rmcnutt @ townofpalmer.com 


assitieds 


12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col- 
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta- 
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing- 
ly accept any advertising for real es- 
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 

Fully Applianced 
eCommunity Room 

eLaundry Facilities 


eCats Welcome 


eExtra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 






STORAGE 


SELF STORAGE 
WARREN/WARE 
Lowest prices, new units! 
Call Mary (413) 531-3722. 
Securestoragema.com 


WINTER STORAGE Brand New Fa- 
cility Ware. Boats, RV’s, Jet Skis. 
(413)531-3722 Mary 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 


The Quaboag Current ¢ www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com | 





Nobody dreams 
of having 
multiple sclerosis 


Some dreams are universal: 
hitting a ball over the Green 
Monster; winning the World 
Series with a grand slam in 
the bottom of the ninth inning. 
Finding out you have have MS 
is not one of them. 


Multiple sclerosis is a 
devastating disease of the 
central nervous system 
where the body's immune 
system attacks the insulation 
Surrounding the nerves. It 
strikes adults in the prime of 
life - and changes lives forever. 


To help make the dream 
of ending MS come true, 
call 1-800-FIGHT MS or visit us 
online at nationalmsscociety.org. 


PAS 


National 
Multiple Sclerosis 





ere, 


OPPORTUNITY 


1-800-927-9275. 





VACCINATING from page 2 


is made up of local government and 
healthcare leaders, the faith communi- 
ty, community organizations and others 
from across the state. “Receiving this 
first shipment of vaccines here at Har- 
rington HealthCare is a huge step to- 
wards easing and eventually ending the 
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic in 
our community,” said HHC President 
and CEO Ed Moore. “Vaccinating our 
staff first will help to ensure a healthy 
workforce as we work to then provide 
the vaccine to the rest of the commu- 
nity over the coming months. As addi- 
tional shipments of the vaccine are re- 
ceived at Harrington, our next step will 
be to coordinate with the leadership 
of local first responders, local nursing 
home facilities and other healthcare 
organizations to provide vaccinations 
to the staff and residents of those fa- 
cilities in the next month or so.” Mas- 
sachusetts’ phased vaccine distribution 
plan calls for healthcare employees, first 
responders and staff and residents of 
long-term care and congregate living 
facilities to receive the vaccine first. The 
second phase 1s expected to occur from 


free number for the hearing impaired is 





Society 


February to April, when other essential 
employees, high-risk individuals and 
all adults ages 65 and over can receive 
the vaccine. The third and final phase, 
when all members of the public can re- 
ceive the vaccine, 1s expected to begin in 
April. 

“We're working closely with the state 
to implement the phased distribution of 
the COVID vaccine in the communities 
we serve over the next several months 
and we will continue to communicate to 
the public about when, where and how 
they can receive the vaccine as we move 
through each phase,” Moore said. “In 
the meantime, we cannot stress enough 
how important it is for everyone to 
continue to wear masks, stay at least 
6 feet away from others outside your 
household, and wash your hands often. 
No one tool alone is going to stop this 
pandemic. We all need to remain vigi- 
lant in continuing to follow all of the 
proper precautions in order to protect 
ourselves and others.” For further in- 
formation on the COVID-19 vaccine, 
the Massachusetts COVID vaccine 
distribution plan and other COVID-19 
updates, people may visit mass.gov/ 
COVID. 
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obituary 


Steven P. Kane 


NEW BRAINTREE — Steven P. Kane, 66, 
passed away on Monday, Dec. 21, 2020, at Quabo- 
ag on the Common after an illness. He was born 
in Worcester, the son of the late Paul B. Kane and 


had lived in New Braintree since 1967. 


Steven leaves his mother, Irene Kane; his broth- 
ers, Richard and Paul Kane, all of New Braintree; 
and his nieces and his nephew. Steven was a quiet, 
unassuming gentleman who loved to talk about 
history. He was a published author and contrib- 
uted to numerous articles over the years. He was 
known for his knowledge of World War II, with 
special interest in the Battle of the Bulge. 

Services are private and will be held at a later 


date. 


In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may 
be made to your favorite animal shelter. Arrange- 
ments are under the care of the Miles Funeral 


Home, 1158 Main Street, Holden. 


To share a memory or offer an online condo- 
lence, please visit www.milesfuneralhome.com 


DEATH NOTICE 


KANE, STEVEN P. 


Died: Dec. 21, 2020 
Services are private 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 





community 


Warren winter parking ban 
in effect through April 1 


WARREN — The town of Warren 
announced a winter parking ban will 
be in effect from Monday, Nov. 16 
through April 1, 2021. There will be 
no parking in the streets of Warren 
between the hours of midnight and 6 
a.m. For the center of Warren only, 
the hours of the ban are 2-5 a.m. 

Parking will also be prohibited 


on town roads during all hours day 
and night during a snowfall in order 
to facilitate snow removal. Violators 
will be ticketed. 

Residents are also reminded of 
the town by-law, which prohibits 
throwing or pushing snow onto any 
public roadway. There is a fine of $25 
for violations of this by-law. 





Graffam joins 


WARE -— Country Bank, 
a full-service financial in- 
stitution serving central 
and western Massachu- 
setts, announces  Victo- 
ria Graffam has joined its 
Corporate Risk Division. 
Graffam held various BSA 
and loss prevention roles 
before joining Berkshire 
Bank in 2017 as the BSA/ 
AML EDD manager. 
While at Berkshire Bank, her focus 
was to develop and maintain a pro- 
gram to identify and mitigate risk for 
higher-risk customers. She is also a 
member of the Association for Certi- 
fied Anti Money Laundering Special- 
ists. “I am passionate about inclusion 
and the value in having different per- 
spectives as it pertains to combating 
various forms of fraud. I believe that 
when we work together sharing our 
experiences and knowledge, we all 
contribute to making well-rounded 
decisions,” stated Graffam. 





- public safety 


New Braintree Police Log 


For the week of Dec. 14-21, 
the Hardwick/New Braintree 
Police Department conducted 
18 building/property checks, 6 
radar assignments, | animal call, 
1 motor vehicle stop, 24 directed/ 
area patrols, 8 traffic controls and 
1 emergency 911 call in the town 
of New Braintree. 


9:05 a.m. Phone — Utility Issues 
Gilbertville Road — Removed 


Thursday, Dec. 17 


field Road — Services Rendered 


Saturday, Dec. 19 
1:11 p.m. Initiated — Trespass West 
Road — Negative Contact 





Vicrtoria Graffam 


Country Bank 


“We are excited to wel- 
come Victoria to Country 
Bank; she brings over thir- 
ty years of professional ex- 
perience with twenty years 
in Community Banking 
and is a perfect cultural 
fit for our team. Her ‘can 
do’ attitude, commitment 
to customer service, and 
collaborative management 
approach aligns perfectly 
with our iSTEP Corporate Values of 
Integrity, Service, Teamwork, Excel- 
lence and Prosperity. We are proud 
that Victoria has chosen Country 
Bank to be her employer of choice,” 
stated Miriam Siegel, senior vice pres- 
ident of human resources at Country 
Bank. Country Bank is a full-ser- 
vice mutual community bank serving 
central and western Massachusetts 
with 14 offices in Ware, Palmer, West 
Brookfield, Brimfield, Belchertown, 
Wilbraham, Ludlow, Leicester, Pax- 
ton, Charlton and Worcester. 
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The ONLY local coverage in Sturbridge - Brookfield - West Brookfield - East Brookfield - North Brookfield & New Braintree 


QUABOAG 


CURREN 
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Team to sell your home? 


OVER 3,000 APPLIANCES ON HAND | (32 WINTER! \ | \ccwsissssasrasastarnunnstinaas 
FOR PICK UP OR QUICK DELIVERY!!! ¥ o Je - (ornestes j ) e Home Staging services e Home warranties 









ates)” e 3D videos ¢ Professional photography 
: - PO ANAHEMy e Ramped up open houses! ° And so much more 
Giant Storewide Sale| oi FN | ne un oca ea stare Poresson 
Hundreds of Deals iatieroes 


_THAN ANY OTHER STORE! : Be Gx 


facebook 
ji if; michelleterryteam.com 

Toy Clearance Come down & shop ot the store. 
Save Up to 70% Off Select Items 


exe) Ne] =) = a = >15 N 
WHITCO TOY & BIKE @ = E- | SoLutions Z = Happy I ADDY. 


Ty aS Somer pp. 5.0949 | | Satsstsag hs OOD ie es Now Year! “ 


0% FINANCING Concretesolutonsonline.com 


Open: Mon. thru Sat. 10am- -9pm; Sun. 10am- -/pm * KEYSTONE * BELGARD * IDEAL ; | from Stewart & Stewart! tH Oy 





















— Se ene 


EXIT Real Estate Executives 
130 W. Main Street 
Spencer, MA 01562 





















BUYING ¢ SELLING * RELOCATING FR today fora 








: Se STEWART & STEWART 
Support Your Hometown Businesses 413-387-8608  Eiauiitt 
SS WATER FILTRATION RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE Nathan.Stewart@NEMoves.com ¢ StewartandStewartHomes.com 
Hi P L AL Me = 774-200-0225 55: 
WE'RE LOCAL! N MIXED DRINKS / 
¢ NEW INSTALLATIONS e SERVICE PLANS AVAILABLE | ~ - Peppermint White Russian ° $ ¢ 


e SERVICING ALL EQUIPMENT ¢ WELL TANK & PUMP SERVICE : . 
James Morse - Cell: 774-200-0225 www.armyof1waterfiltration.com | | Santa's Orange Kiss 


APPETIZER 
General Washington Chicken 
Smoked Chicken Thighs with a sweet soy 


3 WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
? THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH: } 


WINTER IS COMING! 


BULK ROAD SALT ¢ BULK TREATED SALT 






WASHED WINTER ROAD SAND e SAND/SALT MIX sauce topped i zn PIeces 
___ stock uP NOW! BE Wee promoting the history of cal $9 
Construction Stone ° Landscaping Stone ¢ Title V Septic Sand Attention ¢ businesses in our LOBSTER OR SHRIMP 
Preby Sand ¢ Concrete Sand ¢ Stone Dust busine i , Ny , / NMAC AND CHEESE 
Crushed Gravel ¢ Crushed Concrete ¢ Cold Patch 






Alfredo, Dill Lemon Cheese sauce 


EDITION Shrimp $15.99 Lobster $17.99 
a 


BRISKET MAC AND CHEESE 


_to be published in the House Smoked Brisket with a Smoked Gouda 
- Ware River News and Quaboag Current Cheese Sauce 


All local businesses are invited to showcase themselves to our readers $1 4 99 


—ads will run in order from the oldest to most recently established. 
Check out our delicious Breakfast & Lunch choices! 


Advertisers can also submit vintage 


photos for this special section! 
Rte 9 E. Brookfield ¢ 508-867-6643 
Breakfast & Lunch Daily ¢ Dinners - Thurs, Fri, Sat 


in Ware 
Warren 
and the 
Brookfields! 







Screened Loam - Stored in Building 


Homeowner Friendly ¢ No Minimums z 
— PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! >= 
98 North Spencer Road 


Route 31N, Spencer, MA 
508-885-6100 
dp a 


Sand, Gravel & Asphalt ome 

























Whether its been 100 years, 
50 years or just 5 years, 
your bu. on e 4 vital part 
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of 0 unity. 
i Don’t miss a i this special issue. 
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Wishing You : WE' RE |) _3°x5" al $110 
































; AD DEADLINE: 
Ct) A Happy New Year!  & 20 ; 
Thank you CALL DAN FLYNN CHECK OUT ALL THE 
— for your business this past year. oy ein - cl pcan 
Wishing you a a ~ Happy hued C= " . U ir Cy? U b | ications 
cenvunra| gy Sows ocean: er 
- 109 West St.,Ware www.DorrindaSellsHomes.com ra www.turley.com 


FRESH 
SANDWICHES 


2240 Main Street MONDAY-SATURDAY oh tgcint 
West Warren SAM-7PM GROCERIES 


BEER & WINE 
Tore 413-436-9900  rax/copy/ATM/NOTARY PUBLIC /BBBSESRenE 


PIZZA! 


